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The Hugog Excavations: Interim Report on

the 2014-2017 Seasons

Jodi Magness (University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill), Shua Kisilevitz (Israel
Antiquities Authority and Tel Aviv University), Matthew Grey (Brigham Young
University), Dennis Mizzi (University of Malta), Karen Britt (Western Carolina

University) and Ra’anan Boustan (Princeton University)

Excavations at Hugoq in Israel’s Lower Eastern Galilee brought to light a Late Roman
synagogue, a medieval public building and remains of ancient and modern (pre-1948)
villages. In this interim report we describe the major discoveries of the 2014-2017 seasons,
including the extraordinary figural mosaics decorating the synagogue floor. Our
discoveries provide evidence of a Galilean Jewish community that flourished during the
fifth and sixth centuries CE—contrary to recent claims of a decline in Jewish settlement
under Byzantine Christian rule. Also, the possibility that the medieval public building was
a synagogue has important implications for our understanding of Galilean Jewish
settlement in the Middle Ages, which is almost unknown to us. The excavations shed light
on the last phase of the settlement’s long history: the development of the modern village

of Yakuk in the nineteenth—twentieth centuries.
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